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Scholarships, Grants, & Prizes 2015:
Your Peterson's Guide to Funding
Your Education

Meta Description: Unlock your educational potential with our
comprehensive guide to scholarships, grants, and prizes from
2015. Learn proven strategies, discover valuable resources,
and secure the funding you need.

Keywords: Scholarships 2015, Grants 2015, Prizes 2015,
Peterson's Scholarships, Financial Aid, College Funding,
Scholarship Search, Grant Application, Award Winning
Essays, Scholarship Tips, Financial Aid Strategies

The year 2015 presented a landscape of opportunities for
students seeking financial assistance for their education.
While the specific programs and deadlines have passed, the
strategies and insights gained remain invaluable for
navigating the world of scholarships, grants, and prizes. This
article draws on the expertise provided by Peterson's, a
renowned resource in educational planning, and combines it
with updated data and best practices to help you understand
and access funding opportunities, even if you're applying for
future academic years.

Understanding the Landscape: Scholarships, Grants, and
Prizes

Before diving into strategies, it's crucial to understand the
distinctions between these three funding avenues:

Scholarships: These are merit-based awards given to
students demonstrating academic excellence, athletic
prowess, artistic talent, leadership skills, or specific
characteristics aligned with the scholarship's criteria. They
don't need to be repaid.
Grants: These are need-based awards provided to students
facing financial hardship. Eligibility is determined by factors
like family income and assets. Similar to scholarships, they
do not need to be repaid.
Prizes: These awards are often given for exceptional
achievements in specific fields, such as writing, science, or
community service. They can be merit-based or need-based,
depending on the specific prize.

Statistics from the 2015 Landscape (and their continued
relevance):

While precise 2015 statistics on the number of awarded
scholarships and grants are challenging to compile
comprehensively, data from the National Center for
Education Statistics (NCES) and Peterson's consistently
showed a significant gap between the need for financial aid
and the available funding. This underscores the importance
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of a proactive and thorough search strategy. Even today,
millions of dollars in unclaimed scholarships go unawarded
annually, highlighting the critical need for diligent
applications.

Actionable Strategies for Success:

1. Early and Comprehensive Research: Begin your search
early, ideally a year or more before you need the funding.
Utilize online resources like Peterson's, Fastweb, and the
College Board's scholarship search tools.

2. Target Your Search: Don't apply for every scholarship you
find. Focus on scholarships that align with your academic
pursuits, interests, and background. Tailoring your
application to each scholarship significantly increases your
chances of success.

3. Craft Compelling Essays: Many scholarships require
essays. Practice your writing, seek feedback from mentors or
teachers, and demonstrate your personality and passion in
your responses. Highlight specific achievements and
experiences relevant to the scholarship's criteria.

4. Maintain Strong Academics: High GPA and standardized
test scores are often prerequisites for many scholarships. A
strong academic record strengthens your application
considerably.

5. Network Effectively: Talk to your teachers, counselors,
and family. They might know about scholarships you haven't
discovered. Attend college fairs and connect with alumni
networks.

6. Perfect Your Application: Proofread meticulously. Errors in
grammar and spelling can negatively impact your chances.
Ensure your application is complete and submitted on time.

Real-World Example:

Sarah, a high-achieving high school student aiming for a pre-
med program, meticulously researched scholarships aligned
with her interests in biology and community service. She
identified several scholarships offered by medical
organizations and volunteered at a local hospital to bolster
her application. By targeting her efforts and crafting
compelling essays, she secured three scholarships covering a
significant portion of her tuition.

Expert Opinion:

Dr. Jane Doe (Hypothetical expert in educational finance),
stated in a 2015 interview with Peterson's: "The key to
success in securing financial aid lies in a strategic and
organized approach. Students must view the scholarship
search as a job, devoting time and energy to identifying and
pursuing relevant opportunities."
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Powerful Summary:

Securing financial aid for higher education requires a
proactive and strategic approach. By understanding the
different types of funding, conducting thorough research,
and crafting compelling applications, students can
significantly reduce the financial burden of college.
Remember, many scholarships go unclaimed each year; your
effort could be the difference between paying full price and
attending your dream school. Utilize resources like
Peterson's to guide your journey.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: When should I start searching for scholarships?

A: The earlier the better. Begin your search at least a year,
ideally longer, before your anticipated enrollment date. This
allows ample time for research, application preparation, and
potential appeals or reapplications.

2. Q: What if I don't have a high GPA? Are there still
scholarships for me?

A: While a high GPA is a factor in many scholarships, there
are still opportunities available for students with lower GPAs.
Look for scholarships that prioritize factors like community
involvement, specific skills, or overcoming challenges.

3. Q: How can I write a strong scholarship essay?

A: Focus on storytelling. Share personal experiences and
highlight your achievements and qualities relevant to the
scholarship's criteria. Be genuine, authentic, and proofread
meticulously. Seek feedback from trusted sources.

4. Q: Are there scholarships for specific majors or careers?

A: Absolutely! Many scholarships are specifically designed to
support students pursuing specific fields of study, such as
engineering, nursing, or computer science. Your major
significantly narrows your search and improves your odds of
finding suitable funding.

5. Q: What if I don't win any scholarships?

A: Don't be discouraged. Winning scholarships is often a
numbers game. Focus on filling out the FAFSA (Free
Application for Federal Student Aid) and exploring other
federal and institutional financial aid options. Explore work-
study programs to supplement your income. Persistence is
key.
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